
National Corvette Museum Report for July 2019 (6/18/2019) 
 
Next Generation Corvette will make its debut on 7-18-19! 
This is the month for the debut of long-awaited C-8 mid-engine Corvette! According to Corvette Blogger the 
reveal will take place in Tustin, California. The reveal will be held from 4-9 pm PDT.  

 4 PM – Corvette Owners Celebration main parking lot opens. Food/beverages served.  
 7 PM – Doors Open, Event Registration  
 8 PM – Next Generation Corvette Reveal  

 
The Next-Generation Corvette reveal is being planned and executed for maximum promotional effect and so far 
these are the four groups of people that Corvette Blogger’s Keith Cornett reports are invited to the event: 
  
“The Media - Obviously, members of the media and various websites have been invited to cover the event and 
this group will help spread the news far and wide. In my previous media events with GM and Corvette, we’ve 
seen a mix of journalists from the larger automotive websites and magazines as well as the small fraternity of 
Corvette-related writers from other blogs, forums, and magazines. Most of the outlets are only receiving one 
invite and that’s because GM is paying the bills for airfare and hotel stays for this group. A subgroup of media 
may also include “Influencers” who are those individuals that have large social media followings on YouTube, 
Instagram, and other outlets. I haven’t heard of any specific influencers receiving invites and I can’t name a 
single Corvette youtuber that has been invited so far.  
 
Dealership-Invited Customers - Though a video from our friend Rick Conti (a top 10 Corvette seller who 
wasn’t invited), we learned that GM has made approximately 500 tickets available for Chevrolet dealers to give 
out to its customers. We understand that these chosen dealerships will have two tickets each and that they are 
designated for customer use only…no dealership employees are allowed to use them. These customers are 
responsible for their own travel arrangements and lodging.  
 
Local Corvette Enthusiasts - If you caught the reveal of the 2019 Corvette ZR1 in Dubai and LA in late 2017, 
both events featured local Corvette enthusiasts who were invited to come to the event with their Corvettes as 
organizers created a Corvette display outside the event location. GM is doing the same in Orange County as 
we’ve heard from several local Corvette enthusiasts who have been invited to the event with their cars. Our 
understanding is that this group is capped at 75 RSVPs with each local Corvette enthusiast receiving two invites 
to the reveal event.  
 
GM Corporate/Corvette Team Members/VIPs - The final group identified are made up of employees and 
invited guests of General Motors. We are assuming that major corporate personnel will be there, and we expect 
to see GM’s Mary Barra and Mark Reuss along with other top brass from the automaker. The Corvette Team 
will have a large contingent of engineers and designers on hand who will finally be able to talk about the 
various aspects of the car with the media. Others in this group will include some of the top Corvette dealers (our 
friend Mike Furman will be there!) and we also expect several key vendors related to the Corvette program to 
be there as well.” 
 
Keep an eye on your favorite Corvette Web sites for more details. 



 
A Camouflaged C-8 Corvette makes a recent appearance at the Michelin NCM Bash. 
 
NCM Corvette Raffles available again for all: The NCM has figured out a work around to allow anyone 
anywhere to send in an order for raffle tickets and they will be purchased in KY on your behalf. The Corvette 
raffles are a major fundraiser that help to keep the museum operating so it can fulfill its mission of “Celebrating 
the invention of the Corvette; preserving its past, present and future; and educating the public about Corvette”.  
If you are in the mood to support the mission of the NCM through a contribution, please consider ordering a 
raffle ticket. You never know, you might win! Remember, the odds of winning one of these Corvettes are a 
whole lot better than any Lottery ticket (and the proceeds go to a great cause!).  
 
To place an order for a raffle tickets go to this web page: 
 (https://www.corvettemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Raffle-Ticket-Request-5.2.19-
Ambassadors.pdf),  download the order form, print the form, fill it out & send it in to the NCM with a Credit 
Card number, and they will purchase the tickets for you right there in Kentucky and enter you in the drawing! 
They will send you an e-mail letting you know your ticket numbers. Note this form has a line for “ticket sold 
by”. You would put my name in there so our club gets credit for the order.  
 
If you would prefer to purchase tickets with cash or a check you will need to bring your form to a CMCS 
meeting, and I can get it processed.  I handed out some order forms at our last meeting. Just let me know if you 
send in an order (and write my name on the bottom)  and for how many tickets at (kevinwilson@q.com) so we 
can receive credit for our Club supporting the NCM.  The upcoming Corvette Raffles are: 
 
2019 Arctic White Grand Sport Convertible: Limited to 1000 Tkts – Price: $150   
Drawing: July 25, 2019 2:00 PM  
 

 



 
Build Your Own Next Generation Corvette or $55,000: Limited to 1500 Tkts - Price: $250 
Drawing: Drawing: August 30, 2019 3:00 PM 

 
 
OR for those wanting to spend a little less: A Next Generation Corvette VIN #25: You can order unlimited 
tickets - Price: $25.00  Drawing: August 31, 2019 3:00 PM 
 
REMEMBER: The next Generation Corvette is going to be revealed on 07-18-19! 
 
If you wonder who actually wins these Corvettes, or if you want more detailed information you can find out 
here: https://corvettestore.com/corvette-raffle 
 
2019 National Corvette Museum Events:  
As I reported out at our last meeting, the National Corvette Museum was in the throes of hosting a “24 hours of 
LeMans” viewing party at the museum that was attended by several hundred people. In addition the NCM 
organized a Museum in Motion (MiM) event with about 50 people who went on an organized trip to France to 
attend the actual race (after touring London & Paris) and were overseas from June 6th to June 18th, with many 
people extending their trips even longer to see more of Europe. Unfortunately for Corvette Racing (mostly due 
to racing circumstances beyond the team’s control) their hopes for a magical victory in its 20th straight 
appearance at the 24 Hours of Le Mans didn’t come to pass, but the effort of the program was never stronger 
than what the team displayed Saturday and Sunday in the world’s biggest endurance race. 
 

 
 



The No. 63 Mobil 1/SiriusXM Chevrolet Corvette C7.R of Antonio Garcia, Jan Magnussen and Mike 
Rockenfeller finished ninth in the GTE Pro category on a day where the trio was firmly in contention for the 
first 20 hours. Three unlucky safety car periods and an untimely late trip to the garage for repairs following a 
spin put a dent in the plans for a ninth class victory in 20 years.  
 
Le Mans struck hard at both Corvette Racing entries. The No. 64 Mobil 1/SiriusXM Corvette C7.R retired 
following a heavy crash for Marcel Fässler near the six-hour mark. The incident happened in the lightning quick 
Porsche Curves toward the end of the lap. Fässler, driving with Oliver Gavin and Tommy Milner, was hit from 
behind (by a Porsche) after making a pass on a slower car, with the impact sending the Corvette hard into the 
wall on the driver’s right. The damage was too extensive to repair and  the car didn’t return to the race.  
 
The No. 64 Corvette was up and down the order early, with Gavin climbing from 11th at the start to fourth in 
class during his opening two stints. Debris on his tires made it challenging for him to maintain his early pace 
but he and Milner had relatively calm stints before handing over to Fässler, who was matching the pace of his 
teammates before the incident. The No. 63 led early and often. Garcia began the race from the third position but 
needed less than 20 minutes to move to the point in a frantic start. 
 
All three drivers of the No. 63 Corvette took turns in the lead early. The first safety car period of the race during 
the sixth hour brought the top nine GTE Pro entries to within 15 seconds of each other. Another safety car near 
the 10 hours running split the two lead cars from the rest of the GTE Pro field, effectively taking what had been 
a nine-car battle down to two, with the Corvette part of the second group. 
 
The early-morning period saw the leading GTE Pro entry run into trouble, allowing the remaining 
Corvette, which had chipped away on the lead pack for a number of hours, to move back into contention. By the 
16-hour mark, the C7.R had moved back into the lead and a strategic game of chess developed between the No. 
63 Corvette and the eventual winning Ferrari. 
 
The momentum seemed like it was swinging permanently toward the side of the Corvette when disaster struck 
with three and a half hours to go. Rockenfeller pitted for fuel, tires and a driver change to Magnussen during a 
safety car period. The pit stop was excellent -- as they had been all race -- but the pit exit was closed, which 
once again prevented the Corvette from catching the safety car queue that included the GTE Pro leader. 
Once under way, Magnussen spun late in the lap at the Porsche Curves on cold tires and contacted the outside 
wall with the front-left of the Corvette. The crew repaired the suspension on that corner of the Corvette, losing 
just six minutes but two costly laps. A final late-race visit to the garage thwarted any hopes of gaining 
additional positions. 
 
The LeMans Racing NCM Events are just two of many events the Museum puts together throughout the year. 
You as a Corvette Enthusiast have an opportunity to participate in them. The next big event is the NCM 25 th 
Anniversary Bash (and the regional caravans) at the end of August.  
 
Many of these events sell out quickly (but you can typically still get your name on a wait list) so be sure to keep 
an eye on this space for additional upcoming trips to consider for your future vacation planning purposes. You 
can find more details about these events and sign up for them here: 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/  I recently signed up for the National Parks Tour in September 
when it became available and it sold out in just one weekend!  It should be a great trip.  
 
Here are the remainder of the NCM Corvette related events currently scheduled for the remainder of the 
year. 
- National Corvette Caravan at NCM August 28-31, 2019 (see article in Newsletter for more info) 
- Jefferson Starship Concert & Fireworks Show @ National Corvette Museum Ampitheater Aug 29 @ 5:00 pm  
- Corvette Racing Banquet @ Embassy Suites By Hilton Seaside, CA Sep 14 @ 6:15 pm – 9:00 pm  
- 2019 MiM ‘National Parks Tour’ (Grand Canyon South Rim, Zion, Bryce Canyon, Arches, Glen 



       Canyon Dam, Monument Valley, and Canyonlands), September 22 – 28, 2019 (SOLD OUT: wait list) 
- MiM 1-Lap of Kentucky 2019 Tour (1); Sep 30 – Oct 5 (Registration late spring 2019) 
- MiM 1-Lap of Kentucky 2019 Tour (2); Oct 14 – Oct 19 (Registration late spring 2019) 
- MiM 1-Lap of Kentucky 2019 Tour (3); Oct 21 – Oct 26 (Registration late spring 2019) 
- 2019 Corvette Racing – Presented by Michelin @ AACA Museum Hershey, PA; Oct 25 & 26  
- MiM 1-Lap of Kentucky 2019 Tour (4); October 28 – Nov 2 (Registration late spring 2019) 
- Michelin NCM Bash @ National Corvette Museum Apr 23 – Apr 25 2020 (Registration end of 2019) 
 
Did you know?  
Whether you are researching a particular model year Corvette, or just browsing through history, the National 
Corvette Museum web site has specs, production counts and other information of interest available to you? 
You can visit them at https://www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/corvette-specs/ for information on 
Corvettes by most years. A few years are missing because for various reasons records were lost or not kept. 
 
That’s all for now – Save the Wave! 
 
 
 
 
 


