
National Corvette Museum Report for October 2021   
Today as I’m putting this article together it is gray and rainy outside.  This is the first time in months that we’ve 

really had any rain and it feels as if fall has arrived. But OH MY, what a spectacular summer we had for getting 

out and enjoying our Corvettes! Now some of us are mulling over putting the Corvette away for a while, while 

others are using theirs as their daily driver. That’s what’s great about our Corvette family, we’ve got all kinds of 

people and all kinds of things to do, but with one huge commonality – we all love Corvettes! Speaking of loving 

Corvettes, and with the weather allowing more indoor activities, lets take a look at the latest happenings from 

our friends at the National Corvette Museum (NCM). 

 

The NCM Names Sharon Brawner as new President and CEO: The National Corvette Museum Board of 

Directors has selected Sharon Brawner to serve as President and CEO of the NCM. Brawner joins the NCM 

effective September 1st, from Nashville, TN where she served as the longtime Senior Vice President of Sales 

and Marketing at the Country Music Hall of Fame® and Museum.  

 

NCM Board Chairman Glenn Johnson said “We are thrilled to announce 

that we have hired Sharon Brawner as President and CEO of the National 

Corvette Museum. Sharon possesses the necessary skills to expand the 

mission of this museum and work collaboratively across the organization 

to help us reach our strategic objectives. Sharon’s leadership skills are 

proven, and we’re fortunate that her career path led her to our 

organization.” 

 

NCM Search Committee Chair Kai Spande said of the process to find 

Brawner, “We teamed with a firm specializing in not-for-profit 

organizations to conduct a thorough, nationwide search to find the best 

possible candidates. There were many, but Sharon Brawner was the clear 

choice. Not only does Sharon have extensive experience leading one of the 

most successful museums in the world, but she’s also a true car buff who 

was born and raised in Kentucky. We’re looking forward to a bright future 

with Sharon in the driver’s seat.” 

 

 

“As a Kentucky native and a true car enthusiast, I have long been a fan of the Corvette. I’m thrilled to be able to 

bring my experience in tourism, museum, and non-profit leadership to The National Corvette Museum,” said 

Brawner. “I’m beyond honored to accept the position of President and CEO, and I know that, together with the 

NCM team, we can create incredible new opportunities to continue the growth and success of this world class 

museum.” 

 

Brawner initially joined the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum staff in 2001 as director of new business 

development. During her just shy of 20 years tenure at the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, Brawner 

made a significant impact on many fronts. Under Brawner’s direction, just since the museum’s 2014 expansion, 

earned revenues grew over 42% through 2019. These gross revenues exceeded $42.1 million, having grown 

from $29.6 million in 2014. In her most recent role as senior vice president of sales, marketing & IT, Brawner 

had day-to-day oversight of the museum’s traditional revenue-producing areas including admission ticket sales, 

special event sales, restaurant and catering sales, product licensing, corporate sponsorships, and the Museum’s 

retail store sales. Additionally, Brawner led the Museum’s traditional advertising, promotions and other 

marketing communications including the museum’s website, social media outreach, and publicity efforts. 

 

Prior to joining the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum staff, Brawner was vice president of sales, 

marketing and communications for the Nashville Sounds AAA Baseball team and, before that, served as the 

vice president of administration for the Nashville Kats Arena Football team. Early on in her career, Brawner 



served 10 years in the hotel and hospitality fields within the areas of sales, marketing and corporate partnerships 

with the likes of Opryland Hotel, Loews Anatole Hotel, Galt House Hotel and others. 

 

Brawner is a graduate of the 2019 class of Leadership Nashville and currently serves on the board of Feed 

America First. For 11 years, Brawner served as a board member of the Tennessee Tourism Committee and was 

a board member for the TransPerfect Music City Bowl. Brawner also served as an adjunct professor at Belmont 

University, teaching a Masters-level class on sports marketing with an emphasis on corporate sponsorships. 

Brawner is a native of Hodgenville, Kentucky and attended Western Kentucky University. 

 

October 26th, 2021, is the OFFICIAL reveal date for the new 2023 Z06:  Earlier this summer, it was 

announced that the 2023 Corvette Z06 would be revealed this fall, and now we have a date! The 2023 Chevrolet 

Corvette Z06 is set to be revealed on October 26, 2021. 

 

 

In a press release from GM Detroit, the Corvette Z06 

is “designed to amplify the thrill of driving.” In the 

save the date video, the camouflaged Z06 can be 

spied driving down a couple iconic European tracks. 

The vehicle is a supercar that performs – whether on 

backroads or the Autobahn or the world’s most 

recognizable tracks like Circuit de la Sarthe or the 

Nurburgring. 

 

Here is a brief video (40 second) of the Z06 tearing up those tracks: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iipgIt5lXAY 

And here is a 12-minute video of a camouflaged 2023 Corvette C8 Z06 spied testing at the NÜRBURGRING: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Jing8VrGSk 

 

Harlan Charles gives a Corvette Team update at the Museum Anniversary Event: In last month’s column I 

wrote about the fact that the Corvette Team was going to attend the first museum event in 2 years while 

celebrating the 27th Anniversary of the NCM in September. Harlan Charles, Corvette Product Marketing 

Manager, was on site to present a Corvette Team update. He began his presentation by reflecting on the many 

awards that Corvette has won in the past year, like the 2021 JD Power IQs Study that placed the Chevrolet 

Corvette as the highest-ranked vehicle in the Premium Sporty Car category. Charles shared that they are 

extremely proud of what they have accomplished so far and that they will continue working to create 

everyone’s dream sportscar. 

The Corvette Team strives to attract new customers while also retaining loyalists. They are doing well at 

attracting a new generation with two-thirds of buyers being new to Chevrolet, having doubled growth with 

Generation X, growth in sales to Generation Y, and the highest Corvette loyalty since 2014. Charles encouraged 

current Corvette enthusiasts to graciously welcome the new generation of Corvette lovers that are starting to 

come along! 

Charles then moved on to what is to come in 2022! Back at the 2021 Michelin NCM BASH, they 

announced three new paint colors: Hypersonic Gray Metallic, Amplify Orange Tintcoat, and Caffeine Metallic. 

This makes a total of 12 colors for the 2022 line. Back at BASH, they also announced the new low-profile 

spoiler that is available for the 2022 models. Charles mentioned again that this new spoiler is available without 

the Z51 performance package. 

Earlier in the summer, the 2023 Z06 was announced. Charles shared a couple of exciting promotion 

videos, including one that shared that October 26th, 2021, is the OFFICIAL reveal date for the new 2023 Z06. 

The Corvette Team has been doing testing for the 2023 Z06 across America and Europe and are overly excited 

to show everyone the new car! A 45 minute video of the presentation can be found here: Harlan Charles Gives a 

Corvette Team Update at the Museum Anniversary Event – National Corvette Museum 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iipgIt5lXAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Jing8VrGSk
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/harlan-charles-gives-a-corvette-team-update-at-the-museum-anniversary-event/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/harlan-charles-gives-a-corvette-team-update-at-the-museum-anniversary-event/


Final production statistics for the 2021 Corvette are now available! 26,216 total 2021 Corvettes were 

produced at the Bowling Green Assembly plant. Of the 2 models, the Coupe was more popular than the 

Convertible. Almost 6,000 more Corvettes were produced for the 2021 model year than 2020 (20,368). 

According to the final 2021 Corvette model year statistics, 42% of Corvette buyers chose the convertible model 

vs 58% who opted for the Coupe which allows you to see the LT2 under its rear glass. In terms of raw numbers, 

that’s approximately 11,010 convertibles vs 15,206 coupes. Harlan Charles, Corvette Product Marketing 

Manager, said he wasn’t really surprised by the success of the hardtop convertible C8 Corvette, and he believes 

that we could actually see that number growing even higher in the future. The Convertible model adds an 

additional $7,500 to the price of the car, and the 2021 Corvette stats revealed that convertible buyers are more 

likely to spring for the 3LT trim package by 52% vs 40% who choose the 2LT package and 8% who selected 

the base model. By contrast, the majority of buyers for the Coupe outfitted their cars with the 2LT package by 

47% vs 33% for the 3LT and 20% who selected the base 1LT model. 

As for color lineup, Torch Red was the most popular again for 2021 with 5,171 of the cars in that hue. 

The complete final color lineup is as follows: 

Torch Red 5,171, Arctic White 3,769, Red Mist 3,476, Black 2,818, Rapid Blue 2,384, Silver Flare 1,804, 

Elkhart Lake Blue 1,713, Ceramic Matrix Gray 1,367, Sebring Orange 1,255, Shadow Gray 1,111, Accelerate 

Yellow 839, Zeus Bronze 509. 

 
 GM managed to build the more than 26,000 examples of the 2021 Corvette Stingray despite production 

setbacks related to parts shortages. The automaker also stopped taking new sold orders for the 2021 model year 

in the Spring due to overwhelming demand. Tony Johnson, director of car and crossover marketing for Chevy, 

told GM Authority the automaker is “not even close” to meeting demand for the C8 Corvette Stingray and that 

it currently has “more orders than we can handle. The 2022 Corvette will continue with the same naturally 

aspirated 6.2L LT2 V8 engine and eight-speed dual-clutch transmission, although the engine has received 

revised engine management calibration and a retuned Active Fuel Management system for 2022, mildly 

improving its fuel efficiency and emissions. Nevertheless, it will still produce 495 horsepower and 470 pound-

feet of torque when equipped with the optional performance exhaust. The 2022 model will also introduce a new 

IMSA GTLM Championship Edition, which pays homage to the Corvette C8.R race car’s dominant 

performance during the 2020 IMSA season, as well as three new exterior colors in the way of Hypersonic Gray, 

Caffeine, and Amplify Orange Tintcoat.” 

The Stingray Performance Package (Z51) was the most popular and selected for a total of 69.5% of the 

model year Corvettes. Front Lift was opted for on 61.1% of the cars while performance exhaust (NPP) is on 

87.2%. For stripes, the carbon flash was the most popular and can be seen on 2,006 of the Corvettes. Of the total 

for the year, 361 were delivered to Japan, 246 to the Mideast, and 1,274 were delivered at the National Corvette 

Museum. For those who really lie the details you can find the complete list of statistics here: 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-Year-End-Corvette-Stats.pdf 

According to employees in the Corvette Assembly plant, production of the 2022 Corvette began on September 

8th, even though announcements stated the 2022 Corvette Stingray SORP (Start of Regular Production) would 

commence at the GM Bowling Green plant on September 6th. 

 

Richard Petty Motorsports Visits National Corvette Museum: 

 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-Year-End-Corvette-Stats.pdf


 

The second week of September saw the National 

Corvette Museum welcome NASCAR legend Richard 

Petty of Richard Petty Motorsports and driver Erik Jones 

for a tour of the NCM. Jones, a long time Corvette fan, 

currently owns four Corvettes: a 1962, 1965, 1969, and a 

2019 ZR1. This was Jones' first visit to the NCM! 

Members of the Museum can read more about Jones and 

his Corvette collection in the Jan/Feb/March Issue of 

America's Sports Car Magazine. Not a member? Sign up 

today to ensure that you get a copy! 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/ 

 

 

The National Corvette Museum recognized as a 2021 Travelers’ Choice award winner: The National Corvette 

Museum announced that it has been recognized as a 2021 Travelers’ Choice award winner. This achievement 

celebrates businesses that consistently deliver fantastic experiences to travelers around the globe, having earned 

great traveler reviews on Tripadvisor over the last 12 months. As challenging as the past year was, the National 

Corvette Museum stood out by continuously delighting travelers. “It’s truly an honor to be recognized as a 2021 

Traveler’s Choice Award Winner by TripAdvisor. It is a testament to the devotion and dedication of the 

National Corvette Museum staff, who maintain and continue the mission and vision of the NCM to celebrate the 

Corvette’s invention and preserve the legendary automobile’s past, present, and future,” said National Corvette 

Museum Board Chair, Glenn Johnson. 

“Congratulations to all the winners of the 2021 Travelers’ Choice Awards,” said Kanika Soni, Chief 

Commercial Officer at Tripadvisor. “I know the past year has been extremely challenging for tourism 

businesses. What has impressed me is how businesses adapted to these challenges, implementing new 

cleanliness measures, adding social distancing guidelines, and utilizing technology to prioritize guest safety. 

The Travelers’ Choice Awards highlight the places that are consistently excellent – delivering quality 

experiences time and time again even while navigating changing customer expectations and new ways of 

working. Based on a full year of reviews from customers, this award speaks to the great service and experience 

you provided guests in the midst of a pandemic.” Thank you to all of those who visit and support the Museum, 

your continued support truly makes it what one TripAdvisor reviews calls, “A place where dreams come true!” 

Make your plans to visit today! 

 

 

NCM is looking for Regional Caravan Captains including for the Pacific Northwest (PNW); CMCS looking 

for Club Caravan Coordinator: The 2024 National Corvette Caravan is coming up! All roads lead to Bowling 

Green, Kentucky for the 30th Anniversary of the NCM! Every five years the NCM celebrates its Anniversary 

with a Corvette Caravan. In 2024, the National Corvette Museum celebrates 30 years of Corvette History 

August 29-31, 2024. And leading the fleet of thousands of Corvettes coming home will be the Overall Caravan 

Captain, Frank Sancineto. Frank is seeking regional Caravan Captains, including here in the Pacific Northwest. 

If you are interested in becoming a Captain or have questions about the Caravan, you can contact Frank at 

nationalchair2024@gmail.com or call 919-604-6978.  

 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/


Ken Thomas from Kent lead the PNW Caravan in 2019.  He has moved to the Southwest but is willing 

to advise the new regional Caravan Captain (s). It is my understanding that there is a person from Oregon 

willing to co-chair the PNW Caravan, so if you love Corvette Road Trips and enjoy being a leader – this is the 

place for you! 

Every 5 years CMCS, as one of the largest Corvette clubs in the PNW also has a Caravan Coordinator 

since we have more members going on the Caravan than any other PNW Club. The Caravan Leader for CMCS 

in 2019 was Dennis Milliken, in 2014 it was Steve Yabroff. If you would enjoy leading this effort within our 

club, please let any of your Board Members know. 

 

Current Corvette Raffles:  The Corvette raffles at the NCM are a major fundraiser that helps to keep the 

museum operating. All you need to do to enter a raffle for a chance to win one of these fabulous Corvettes is go 

to the NCM Raffle web page:  https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/ click on “download an Order Form” (near the 

bottom of the page) which will enable you to open or download and print the latest form. Just fill it out & send 

it in to the NCM with a Credit Card number, and they will purchase the tickets for you and enter it into the 

raffle drawing right there in Kentucky! Also please note, there is also an “Enter Interactive Mode” button 

(midway down the page) you can use on the same page to print out a form that has your Credit Card number 

scrambled, if you are queasy about mailing your full credit card information. To use the Interactive mode, you 

must have a user ID and Log in to the NCM site. Either way, please jot down on the bottom of the form “Ticket 

sold by Kevin Wilson NCM Ambassador” so our club gets credit for the order. Also, please let me know if you 

send in an order (kevinwilson@q.com). Here is the current Raffle line-up: 

 

 

2022 Hypersonic Gray Corvette Coupe 

2000 Tickets to be sold 

Price: $100 

Drawing: October 21, 2021 2:00 PM  

 

 

2022 Build Your Own Corvette or $70,000 

1500 Tickets to be sold 

Price: $250 

Drawing: November 11, 2021 2:00 PM  

Time 

 

 

2022 Arctic White Corvette Convertible  

Unlimited Raffle Tickets 

Price: Just $20.00  

Drawing: April 30, 2022 3:00 PM  

These are the least expensive tickets – Great 

for gifts!! 

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/
mailto:kevinwilson@q.com


 

There were THREE!  Corvettes raffled off in September, here are the details: 

The 2022 Elkhart Lake Blue Corvette Convertible was won by Megan Boze of Frankin, KY with ticket #705 

Drawn 9/3/2021. 1359 of 1500 tickets sold at $200 

The 2021 Torch Red Corvette Coupe was won by James “Jim” Blask of Waukesha, WI with ticket 

#6339 Drawn 09/04/2021. There were an unlimited number of $20 tickets sold. 

The 2022 Red Mist Corvette Coupe was won by Phil Zwieg of Crossville, TN with ticket #0163 

Drawn 09/23/2021. All of the 1500 tickets sold at $150 

 

Current National Corvette Museum Events: The NCM continues to balance the desire of Corvette Enthusiasts 

to safely get together to drive their vehicles and to celebrate the Marque in meaningful ways. Here is the current 

schedule of events and adventures, both on the road (Museum in Motion events - MiM) and at the museum 

(NCM). Be sure to keep an eye on this space for upcoming trips to consider for your future vacation planning 

purposes. These events are popular and can fill up fast. You can check the NCM website for more details about 

them and sign up for them here: https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/. 

- MiM One Lap of Kentucky (2)| Oct 4 – Oct 9, 2021 (Sold Out – waitlist) 

- MiM One Lap of Kentucky (3)| Oct 11 – Oct 16, 2021 (Sold Out – waitlist) 

- MiM One Lap of Kentucky (4)| Oct 18 – Oct 23, 2021 (Sold Out – waitlist)  

- MiM NCM Corvette Racing Weekend 10/15-16/2021 @ AACA Museum (Hershey PA) (Registration Open) 

- NCM Vets 'n Vettes presented by Mobil 1 | November 4-6, 2021(Registration Opens Late Summer) 

- MiM 2022 9-Day Caribbean Cruise | April 15-24 2022 (Registration is OPEN) 

- NCM Michelin NCM Bash | April 28 - 30, 2022 (Registration Opens early 2022) 

 

Did you know: Thinking about ordering a 2022 Corvette? The 2022 Corvette Visualizer is now available. 

You've dreamt about it, now design and customize your coupe or convertible today! 

https://visualizer.chevrolet.com/ui/2022corvette/8e7370be 

 

That’s all for now – Save the Wave! 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
https://visualizer.chevrolet.com/ui/2022corvette/8e7370be

