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Everyone who drives a C7 Corvette is probably familiar with the Active Fuel Management.  This system 
automatically, or on demand, reduces the number of active cylinders to four.  Most of the time we don’t 
need 450 hp at our constant demand and we can easily live with the Corvette running on four cylinders.  
After all, we still have the equivalent of a 3.1 liter (approx. 188 cubic inches, for those of that still think in 
cubic inches) which is larger than what many cars on the road today enjoy.  Whatever you call this 
cylinder deactivation, we are going to see more of this in all marques in the interest of increasing the 
corporate average fuel economy as the Feds require ever higher averages.  For the past few years the 
Ford Fiesta ST has received raves from the enthusiast press as an affordable, reasonably fast, pocket 
rocket.  The Fiesta ST sported a 1.6 liter turbo four cylinder engine rated at 197 hp.  For 2018, Ford has 
dropped the 1.6 liter and the ST will now have a 1.5 liter turbo three cylinder, rated at the identical 197 
hp.  The big news is that Ford is introducing cylinder deactivation on this little engine that will cut one 
cylinder when full performance is not needed.  When that happens you effectively have a two cylinder, 1 
liter engine.  As a comparison, this happens to be same size engine as the Guardian generator that we 
have at our house.  Ford claims that the third cylinder can be re-activated in as little as 14 milliseconds.  
With a manual transmission in our C7, we can certainly tell when the engine goes from 8 to 4 and back 
to 8 cylinders.  I wonder if Ford has made the transition smoother.  Did you notice that the older 4 
cylinder and the new 3 cylinder are both rated at 197 hp?  Wouldn’t you think that Ford could squeeze 
3, or more, hp from the engines so that they could advertise 200+ hp?  I am sure that both engines could 
easily have been rated at 200 hp, but expect that there is an insurance industry reason for this sub 200 
hp rating.  Ford is targeting the younger buyers with a hot hatch.  I anticipate that the insurance 
companies would somewhat arbitrarily increase the insurance cost for the Fiesta at 200 hp vs. the 
perceived much lower performance expected from 197 hp.  Just like Walmart pricing, as $1.97 is 
perceived as much lower than $2.00.   

Many of us watched the Route 66 series on TV.  Buz and Tod would keep us only partially entertained 
with their exploits while we impatiently waited for the next view of their ever-changing Corvette.  For 
years I have wanted to visit Route 66 with a Corvette.  It seems the section of Route 66 from Topock to 
Seligman, AZ is considered the best remaining part of Route 66.  While Kingman is not at the middle of 
this section of highway, it can be considered the main jump off point for the route, generally heading 
East from Kingman.  On a recent trip to the SW, Judy and I finally got our chance.  We started in Kingman 
driving our rented bright red Chevy Corvette.  Our car had a Cruze badge on the trunk, but if you 
squinted hard enough it sort of looked like a Corvette; at least it had four wheels.    The Route 66 
museum in Kingman devoted very little exhibit space to the TV program, but had a very well done 
display of the hordes of depression era families leaving the dust bowl for a hoped for better life in 
California, only to be met with police that drove them away and signs at the California border suggesting 
the newcomers go home.  Were we thrilled with the Route 66 drive?  Well, in Kingman it seemed the 
route was simply urban sprawl.  As we headed east toward Hackberry and Peach Springs, it was a barren 
2 lane road. We did stop at the fenced Sinclair service station with the S & H green stamp sign for some 
photos.   I was more than a little disappointed, but I now have the Route 66 drive complete on my 
bucket list.  During this same trip we made a side trip to the Halapai Reservation Sky Walk which 
cantilevers out over the Grand Canyon with a glass walkway.  This native American group has built a 
large business in this barren part of the desert with a destination attraction.  During our visit we heard 
multiple languages.  It was refreshing to see one of our native American tribes developing a money/job 
creation business that was not a casino.   



The Cruze did have an interesting dash feature.  Between the two main gauges was a vertical bar graph 
with 10 bars.   Near as I could figure it would show the miles/gallon for the last 3 miles and each 3 miles 
the last bar would move the left, with the result that the gauge would show the mpg for every 3 miles 
segment of the last 30 miles.  I suspect most of this type of gauge is optimistic, but ours showed 50 mpg 
for much of our trip, even when we had the opportunity to drop in behind a tricked out AMG headed 
back to Vegas.  I suspect the AMG driver was getting a bit peeved with the economy car that wouldn’t 
go away even at elevated speeds, but he was doing a good job of running interference for us.  I didn’t 
bother trying to actually calculate the mpg, but I did note how little fuel we put into the tank.  Thinking 
of the fuel cost of operating a vehicle.  One of the men at my gym traded his Chevy Volt for an all-
electric Chevy Bolt, and he raves about the electric vehicle.  A recent issue of Motor Trend had their 6 
month update of their long term Bolt.  The article listed all the battery charging, and the electricity cost 
per mile was only 2.8 cents.  The article did note that their average distance between charges was only 
97 miles, and the average state of the battery was still 51% charged when they started charging.  No 
surprise, as I would probably charge every night or every other night in my home garage if I had an EV.  
While the numbers would imply that the range was about 193 miles, about 40 miles less than GM 
claims, it is still pretty good.  I know several Chevy dealers will now tell you that you will get free oil 
changes for life with your new Bolt.   

I suspect many of you watched at least part of the Barrett Jackson Scottsdale auction in January.  I taped 
the episodes with the advantage that I could fast forward through the advertisements which seemed to 
occupy half of the viewing time.  One auction really caught my attention.  We own a C5 Z06.  With the 
2004 Z06 you could also order the extra cost Z16 package, which came with polished wheels, a carbon 
fiber hood, and rather flashy red/white stripes on the blue background.  Some people think the package 
was a bit gaudy, but I always liked it, so I paid attention to this auction.  The Z16 in question had 14 
actual miles, which is just delivery miles.  Original MSRP was over $57K.  Final hammer price was $45K.  
It appears this original owner bought the car and parked it as an investment.  Probably paid to have it at 
least partially insured, and then ignoring inflation still only got about 80% of their initial investment.  I 
wonder how many 25th anniversary pace cars are still in the garage waiting for the big prices.  Lesson:  
Drive the Corvette and enjoy it; the resale will take care of itself.   

 

 


