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We have all had dreams of winning a major lottery.  Imagine that you just won the Powerball and after 
taxes had $200 million left.  Obviously, you have more than enough to feed and house your family, so 
you next look to what should you buy for your garage.  Since you are now clearly part of the 1 
percenters, may I suggest that you consider a Bugatti Chiron.  Although hardly inexpensive at a base 
price of $3 million, you would immediately join a very exclusive group as only 500 Chirons will be built in 
the next 7 years.  Powered by a 16 cylinder engine with four massive turbochargers and putting out 
1500 horsepower, it is supposedly the fastest street legal car built in the world.  For this price you also 
get a four year warranty and included routine service.  Now, that routine service comment might sound 
like a joke, but I understand that an oil change service is priced at $20,000.  Now, to me, now we are 
starting to sound like we are joking.  The special Michelin tires, which cost over $5,000/each, still cannot 
handle the potential sustained top speed, so the Chiron is computer speed limited to the tire rating of 
261 mph.  The deluxe Accuton stereo has four tweeters, each with a one-carat diamond as part of the 
speaker mechanism.  I used to worry about the replacement cost if I had a blown engine, but with the 
Chiron, I would also have to worry about over-powering the speakers.  The interior leather comes from 
farms at high altitudes where there are no insects or barb wire to pierce the hides.  You had better not 
climb into this car with that screw driver protruding from your back pocket.  Perhaps you would rather 
use that $3 million to buy 50 each $60,000 vehicles and have a different car to drive each week.  Tough 
decisions you one percenters make.   

Bugatti is not the only manufacturer to produce a car for the one percenters.  Way back in 1957 GM 
produced the Cadillac Eldorado Brougham.  This Cadillac cost over $13,000 which was the price of an 
upscale home and was approximately 3 times the cost of a “normal” Cadillac.  Four hundred Broughams 
were built and each one came with a set of special shot glasses, Arpege perfume, and Fleetwood 
cigarettes.  I anticipate Cadillac assumed that the buyer would be hoisting a smoky Scotch, while 
enjoying a fine cigarette, and the lady of the house dabbed on a little Arpege, on the way to the country 
club.    Seems rather sexist in today’s view.  A 57 Eldorado Brougham is on display at the very private 
General Motors Heritage Center in Detroit.  It is not generally open to the public and visitors often make 
reservations years in advance.  The Heritage Center has 700 vehicles, and about 165 on display at any 
time.  Today we have a lot of interest in electric vehicles, but GM had even built a 1966 Corvair with an 
enormous battery pack in the front trunk.  Normally, a rear heavy car, this Corvair must have been very 
hard to steer with all those batteries located over the front axle. Did you know that Cadillac built the 
first mass production V8 engine, way back in 1915?  The 1915 Caddy is also on display.  

It seems with every new technology, some of the pundits will make fools of themselves in touting that 
new technology.  I have no doubt that we are rapidly traveling towards an autonomous automobile 
future, at least in major cities, but I believe the pace will be far slower than many of the predictions.  In 
Sept, 2016 John Zimmer, the Lyft cofounder claimed “By 2025, private car ownership will all but end in 
major US cities”.  Really?  You think all those city dwellers will just give up their 5 year old Malibu and 
not only commute with Lyft, Uber or whoever, but also use one of these services for their vacations?  
Sergey Brin, Google cofounder, concluded in Sept, 2012 “You can count on one hand the number of 
years it will take before ordinary people can experience driverless cars”.   Obviously, ordinary people 
were not experiencing autonomous vehicles by 2017.  With the recent deaths from autonomous 
vehicles, I expect it might be quite a while yet before the masses can join that elite fraternity.  In past 
years, almost every death in a vehicle was attributed to driver error.  Who, or what, will get the blame 
for fatalities with driverless vehicles?  Again, I expect the liability issue will hold us back from the 
autonomous future as much as any other detriment.  Have you ever glanced at the inside of vehicles 
parked at your local mall or store?  How many were pig pens?  Who is going to maintain these car pods?  



Do I call up a pod for my next trip and get a pod that is totally trashed or worse yet was the pod used to 
get home after the big party?  Can I tell the pod service that this pod is not acceptable and to please 
send me a replacement pod immediately?  Somehow, I doubt that I am going to get this choice.  The pod 
service cannot try to accommodate everyone’s varying idea of cleanliness, so I expect we will be told to 
take the next available pod or walk.  Somehow, this does not sound like the great future that is 
promised.  Does the pod idea sound a bit like Seattle’s experiment with bicycles?  We have broken down 
bikes littering streets all over Seattle.  I know that I still mostly enjoy driving and will be one of the last to 
give up my private vehicle for some filthy pod.  Realistically, I think I am safe, as I expect these fully 
driverless vehicles are still a long way off.  The Popular Science and Popular Mechanics 1950-60 era 
Jetson flying cars for everyone were presented as a very real prediction back then, and how many of us 
commute to work with our personal aircraft? 


